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WASTE-BASKET OF WORDS. 

Pernickety (vol. v. p. 236). — This word is given in Stormonth's Dic- 
tionary as in use in Scotland, and as coming from French par and niquet, 
a trifle, indicating a precise, over-careful person. Angularity would thus 
seem to be a derivative sense, especially as applied to objects. — Louise 
Kennedy. 

Ferrydiddle, a chickaree or red squirrel, Sciurus hudsonius. This is a 
common name in the mountains of Virginia. The word is not found in 
the " Century Dictionary." 

Keil, a kind of red chalk used by railroad engineers, and to be had of 
country drug-stores in the Southern United States. This word is in very 
common use, but does not occur in the " Century Dictionary." 

Skin the Cat. — An expression used by boys to describe an athletic 
sport: a boy hangs by the hands from a trapeze, and passes his legs 
through the circle formed by the wooden rod and the upper part of his 
body. Boys commonly " skin the cat " both forwards and backwards. — 
H. Carrington Bolton, New York, N. Y. 



FOLK-LORE SCRAP-BOOK. 

Hunting the Wren. — In the " Evening Herald," St. John's, N. F., Feb- 
ruary 17, Rev. A. C Waghorne, continuing a series of articles on "Christ- 
mas Customs," mentioned in No. xx. p. 63, remarks concerning this 
usage : — 

" I take the following from a late number of the ' Church Times : ' ' In St. 
John's, the capital of the colony of Newfoundland, it used to be the custom 
on the 26th December, St. Stephen's Day, for boys to go round from house 
to house, carrying a small spruce or fir bush, like a miniature Christmas- 
tree. This is decked out with bows of bright ribbon, bits of glass or tin, 
and on the top there is a small stuffed bird, supposed to represent the 
wren. The following lines are then repeated, for which the boys expect a 
few halfpence : — 

The Wren ! the Wren ! the king of all birds, 
On St. Stephen's Day was caught in the firs. 
Though he be little, his honor is great ; 
Jump up, good people, and give us a treat. 
With your pocket full of money, 
And your cellar full of beer, 
We wish you a Merry Christmas, 
And a Happy New Year.' " 

He adds the following citation : — 

" The following account of the matter is taken from an article on ' Christ- 
mastide in the Isle of Man,' in ' Monthly Packet ' for 1868, p. 301 : — 



